
  Kinetic / Open Form 
  Harmony 

Chinese Fire Drill 
by Scott Pfitzinger 

(for FOUR musicians, treble clef, any key) 
 
Background: The term "Chinese Fire Drill" has been around since the 1930s and refers to a prank 
where a car pulls up to a stoplight and all the people get out, run around the car a few times, get 
back in (usually in different seats), and drive off. It is not meant to be offensive or racist, as the term 
has lost all association with race over the last 70 years. 
 
Preparation: The four Parts are placed in any order on a table or similar surface facing outward (see 
diagram). Make sure there is sufficient space around the table for the musicians to run. 
 
Directions: Each of the musicians chooses one of the parts (I, II, III, or IV) and, beginning together, 
plays it at any tempo they choose without transposing. When the musician on Part I gets to the end 
and yells, "Chinese Fire Drill!", everyone immediately stops playing and starts running around the 
music in a clockwise direction. Whoever was on Part I decides when and where to stop, with 
everyone else filling in the empty places. The new player on Part I (possibly the same as before) 
becomes the new leader and the process repeats until all four players have played Part I. 
 
Duration: Approximately 4-8 minutes. 
 
 

Possible Musical Arrangement 
 
 

 
 
 

II ʇɹɐd 

P
ar

t 
IV

 

Part III 

P
art I 

Running Direction 

© 2010 



& 44 43 44.˙
œ

F
˙b œ œ œ

J
œb .

.œ œ
f

œb œ œ ≈ œ .œ Ó

P

& 43 44
5

œb œ œ œ œ œb
.˙

F

œ
‰ j

œ ˙ .˙ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ
.

J
œb

F
˙

˙b

& 43 44
11 w

f

œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ

.˙
‰ j

œ
>

˙ œ œ œ œ œb œ ˙

&
16

œ œ. œb . ˙
œb œb œ œ

œ œ ˙n

ƒ

¿Ÿ ¿ ¿ ¿U

Chinese Fire Drill
Scott Pfitzinger

© 2010

Part I

Yell: Chinese Fire Drill!!
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